
Generic requirements for states receiving federal grants funded in the 
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) 
 
 
Reporting Requirements: Section 1512(c) of the Recovery Act  

Awardees of Recovery Act funds must comply with the extensive reporting requirements. 
Quarterly financial and programmatic reporting will be required; reports will be due 
within 10 calendar days after the end of each calendar quarter. Applicants for and 
recipients of awards may expect that a standard form(s) and/or reporting mechanism will 
be made available at a future date.  

For planning purposes, however, all applicants for and recipients of awards of Recovery 
Act funds should be aware that Recovery Act section 1512(c) provides: 

(c) Recipient Reports- Not later than 10 days after the end of each calendar quarter, each 
recipient that received recovery funds (directly) from a Federal agency shall submit a 
report to that agency that contains— 

(1) the total amount of recovery funds received from that agency; 
 
(2) the amount of recovery funds received that were expended or obligated to projects 
or activities; and 
 
(3) a detailed list of all projects or activities for which recovery funds were expended 
or obligated, including— 
 (A) the name of the project or activity; 
 (B) a description of the project or activity; 
 (C) an evaluation of the completion status of the project or activity; 

(D) an estimate of the number of jobs created and the number of jobs retained by  
the project or activity; and 

(E) for infrastructure investments made by State and local governments, the 
purpose, total cost, and rationale of the agency for funding the infrastructure 
investment with funds made available under this Act, and name of the person to 
contact at the agency if there are concerns with the infrastructure investment. 

 
(4) Detailed information on any subcontracts or subgrants awarded by the recipient to 
include the data elements required to comply with the Federal Funding 
Accountability and Transparency Act of 2006 (Public Law 109-282), allowing 
aggregate reporting on awards below $25,000 or to individuals, as prescribed by the 
Director of the Office of Management and Budget. 

 
 
 
 



 
Certifications (if applicable): Section 1511 of the Recovery Act  

Section 1511 of the Recovery Act provides-  

With respect to covered funds made available to State or local governments for 
infrastructure investments, the Governor, mayor, or other chief executive, as appropriate, 
shall certify that the infrastructure investment has received the full review and vetting 
required by law and that the chief executive accepts responsibility that the infrastructure 
investment is an appropriate use of taxpayer dollars. Such certification shall include a 
description of the investment, the estimated total cost, and the amount of covered funds to 
be used, and shall be posted on a website and linked to the website established by section 
1526. A State or local agency may not receive infrastructure investment funding from 
funds made available in this Act unless this certification is made and posted. 

 
Preference for Quick-Start Activities (if applicable): Section 1602 of the Recovery 
Act 

Section 1602 of the Recovery Act provides-  

In using funds made available in this Act for infrastructure investment, recipients shall 
give preference to activities that can be started and completed expeditiously, including a 
goal of using at least 50 percent of the funds for activities that can be initiated not later 
than 120 days after the date of the enactment of this Act. Recipients shall also use grant 
funds in a manner that maximizes job creation and economic benefit. 

 
Limit on Funds: Section 1604 of the Recovery Act:  

Section 1604 of the Recovery Act provides-  

None of the funds appropriated or otherwise made available in this Act may be used by 
any State or local government, or any private entity, for any casino or other gambling 
establishment, aquarium, zoo, golf course, or swimming pool. 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Buy American (if applicable): Section 1605 of the Recovery Act:  

Section 1605 of the Recovery Act provides-  

Use of American Iron, Steel, and Manufactured Goods.  

(a) None of the funds appropriated or otherwise made available by this Act may be 
used for a project for the construction, alteration, maintenance, or repair of a 
public building or public work unless all of the iron, steel, and manufactured 
goods used in the project are produced in the United States. 
 

(b) Subsection (a) shall not apply in any case or category of cases in which the head 
of the Federal department or agency involved finds that— 

(1) applying subsection (a) would be inconsistent with the public interest; 
(2) iron, steel, and the relevant manufactured goods are not produced in the 

United States in sufficient and reasonably available quantities and of a 
satisfactory quality; or 

(3) inclusion of iron, steel, and manufactured goods produced in the United 
States will increase the cost of the overall project by more than 25 percent. 
 

(c) If the head of a Federal department or agency determines that it is necessary to 
waive the application of subsection (a) based on a finding under subsection (b), 
the head of the department or agency shall publish in the Federal Register a 
detailed written justification as to why the provision is being waived. 
 

(d) This section shall be applied in a manner consistent with United States obligations 
under international agreements 

 
Wage Rate Requirements (if applicable): Section 1606 of the Recovery Act:  

Section 1606 of the Recovery Act provides-  

Notwithstanding any other provision of law and in a manner consistent with other 
provisions in this Act, all laborers and mechanics employed by contractors and 
subcontractors on projects funded directly by or assisted in whole or in part by and 
through the Federal Government pursuant to this Act shall be paid wages at rates not less 
than those prevailing on projects of a character similar in the locality as determined by 
the Secretary of Labor in accordance with subchapter IV of chapter 31 of title 40, United 
States Code. With respect to the labor standards specified in this section, the Secretary of 
Labor shall have the authority and functions set forth in Reorganization Plan Numbered 
14 of 1950 (64 Stat. 1267; 5 U.S.C. App.) and section 3145 of title 40, United States 
Code. 



 
Additional Funding Distribution and Assurance of Appropriate Use of Funds (if 
applicable): Section 1607 of the Recovery Act 

Section 1607 of the Recovery Act provides- 

(a) Certification by Governor- Not later than 45 days after the date of enactment of 
this Act, for funds provided to any State or agency thereof, the Governor of the 
State shall certify that: 

(1) the State will request and use funds provided by this Act; and  
(2) the funds will be used to create jobs and promote economic growth. 

 
(b) Acceptance by State Legislature- If funds provided to any State in any division of 

this Act are not accepted for use by the Governor, then acceptance by the State 
legislature, by means of the adoption of a concurrent resolution, shall be sufficient 
to provide funding to such State. 

 
(c) Distribution- After the adoption of a State legislature's concurrent resolution, 

funding to the State will be for distribution to local governments, councils of 
government, public entities, and public-private entities within the State either by 
formula or at the State's discretion. 

 

Relating to National Environmental Policy Act: Section 1609 of the Recovery Act  

Section 1609 of the Recovery Act provides- 

(a) FINDINGS- 

(1) The National Environmental Policy Act protects public health, safety and 
environmental quality: by ensuring transparency, accountability and public 
involvement in federal actions and in the use of public funds; 

(2) When President Nixon signed the National Environmental Policy Act into 
law on January 1, 1970, he said that the Act provided the "direction" for 
the country to "regain a productive harmony between man and nature"; 

(3) The National Environmental Policy Act helps to provide an orderly 
process for considering federal actions and funding decisions and prevents 
ligation and delay that would otherwise be inevitable and existed prior to 
the establishment of the National Environmental Policy Act. 

(b) Adequate resources within this bill must be devoted to ensuring that applicable 
environmental reviews under the National Environmental Policy Act are 
completed on an expeditious basis and that the shortest existing applicable 
process under the National Environmental Policy Act shall be utilized. 

 



(c) The President shall report to the Senate Environment and Public Works 
Committee and the House Natural Resources Committee every 90 days following 
the date of enactment until September 30, 2011 on the status and progress of 
projects and activities funded by this Act with respect to compliance with 
National Environmental Policy Act requirements and documentation. 

 
 
Non-supplanting of State and Local Funds (if applicable -- consult the program 
solicitation and the special conditions in the award document)  

Grantees must use federal funds to supplement existing State and local funds for program 
activities and must not replace (supplant) State or local funds that they have appropriated 
or allocated for the same purpose. Potential supplanting will be the subject of monitoring 
and audit. Violations may result in a range of penalties, including suspension of current 
and future funds under this program, suspension or debarment from federal grants, 
recoupment of monies provided under a grant, and civil and/or criminal penalties.  

 

 


